THE NEW WORLD ORDER 


An appeal 


for a positive British policy 





The following Manifesto has been issued by the Executive 
Committee of the NATIONAL PEACE COUNCIL which represents fifty 
national organisations in Great Britain, including not only the major 


peace societies, but important religious, industrial and educational bodies. 


! 





On several occasions since the outbreak of the war the National Peace Council has appealed 
for a declaration in the name of the Governments of the British Commonwealth indicating as 
precisely as possible the practical contributions which they would be willing to make to. the 
realisation of a new social and international order, as the basis of a genuine and enduring peace. 


_ The Executive Committee of the Council believes that present circumstances strongly 
reinforce the case for the making of such a declaration. A new and more bitter stage of the struggle 
has begun ; famine threatens large areas of Europe and beyond and promises destitution and 
despair to peoples who have had no part in the conflict or were formerly our allies. A declaration 
in the name of the Governments of the British Commonwealth, indicating a new determination 


to realise a just social order in their own territories and to contribute fully to the achievement 


of an equitable international system, would not only help to establish our solidarity with the 
peoples everywhere whose common interest lies in freedom and prosperity, but might well open 
the way to an honourable escape from the incalculable hazards of a prolonged war. 


A FREE AND UNITED EUROPE 
The Committee makes no claim to suggest proposals in detail but it believes that such a 
constructive initiative requires the announcement of bold and imaginative policies directed to : 


|. the achievement of economic reconstruction and a fuller economic co-operation in Europe and throughout 
the world. To a Europe in which Nazi domination is eliminating political and economic barriers, such a 
plan would offer unity in freedom and prosperity—a new Europe whose structure would conform to the 
need for an uninterrupted intercourse of goods and services ; whose currencies would be co-ordinated ; 
whose fields, factories and mines would be busy in the development of resources for the main purpose 
of increasing the standard of living of all its peoples ; 


J 


2. the creation of an international commission for the control of all ‘‘ dependent ’’ areas not immediately 
ready for self-government with a view to the ending of exploitation and monopoly, the safeguarding of the 
welfare of the native peoples and the ensuring of raw materials and opportunities for trade on equal terms 
to every nation ; 


3. the establishment of a new political order in Europe based upon the federal principle, involving mutual 
disarmament and far-reaching surrenders of national sovereignty, and assuring free institutions and essential 
democratic rights to all peoples. 


A NEW SOCIAL ORDER 

The new international order envisaged in these proposals implies and involves the realisation 
of a better social order within all the countries concerned. If the ‘‘ home front ”’ is vital to the 
war, it is certainly no less vital to the peace. Moreover, nothing is more likely to commend the 


conception of democratic freedom which we profess to serve and which we offer to the peoples © 


of Europe and the wider world than the demonstration of that freedom as a reality not merely 
in Great Britain and the British Dominions, but also in the ‘‘ dependent ’’ areas which Britain 
and the Dominions control. In the Committee’s view, therefore, proposals for an international 
settlement should be accompanied by the initiation of a bold programme of political and social 
change in British territories. | 


Such a programme should include : 


(a) the granting of full self-government to India ; 


(b) the acceleration of progress towards self-government in British and Dominion colonial and ‘mandated 


areas, and in the meantime the safeguarding to native peoples of their full freedom of expression and 
association ; 


(c) the announcement of plans for economic amd social reconstruction in Great Britain and the British 
Dominions based on the principle that no private or sectional interests shall have power to prejudice 
the supremacy of the public welfare. 


The Committee believes it to be of the greatest importance that the drawing-up of proposals 
for a new international order and for social reconstruction at home should be undertaken now 
and should not be allowed to wait upon the ‘‘ end of the war ’’ or the achievement of military 
victory. The fulfilment of the proposals may well be imperilled by an extended war which ex- 
hausts and embitters belligerents and neutrals alike ; and not the least of the merits of a declaration 


” 


of constructive policy as is here proposed, is that it may contribute to the shortening of the war. 


and, therefore, to the more speedy and more certain realisation of the new and desirable order - 
to which we aspire. 


If you agree with this manifesto 


WILL YOU 


|. Write to the Foreign Secretary, the Foreign Office, Whitehall, London, S.W.I, to your M.P. and your 
local paper, calling attention to the Manifesto and urging support for the policy which it advances ; 





2. Send copies of the Manifesto to religious and civic leaders and others in influential positions in your — 


locality ; 


3. Urge local organisations with which you are connected (Church, Trade Union, Co-operative Guild, 


political group, etc.) to send resolutions endorsing the Manifesto to the Foreign Secretary, the local 
M.P. and the local press ; 


4. Send (if possible) some contribution to the National Peace Council to enable the Council to distribute 
the Manifesto more widely and to strengthen public support for it. 





Issued by the NATIONAL PEACE COUNCIL, 39, Victoria Street, London, S.W.1, from whom further copies can be obtained 
at 2/- per 100 copies, |5/- per 1,000 copies, post free. (August, 1940.) 
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